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The Odyssey
Question 4
Most often, characters in literature have their specific roles, and they deliver a crucial contribution to the piece of work. In Odyssey, different characters are belonging to the lower-class that have played several small roles but have a huge implication to the audience about the Ancient Greek society. In his disguise, Odysseus dresses like a beggar to learn more about his kingdom and also evaluates how much people had changed when he was not around. It was during this time that he was able to examine the people who may be trusted. First, Eumaeus shows hospitality and shows his loyalty to Odysseus. Eumaeus never lost his morals; when he received the beggar, Odysseus, in his hut after returning to Ithaca.
Also, Eumaeus warns Odysseus not to mix with the suitors saying that it would be suicide. He also demonstrated trust when he shared his story with Odysseus about how he first came to Ithaca. Eurycleia has also demonstrated being loyal through various ways; despite that, she took care of both Telemachus and Odysseus, she understand palace intrigues, and she is faithful to masters. Also, after identifying the scar in Odysseus’s leg, kept his identity as a secret. After observing how loyal Eumaeus and the old nurse Eurycleia were Odysseus’s relationship with them improved, he promised to treat Eumaeus like his son. Eumaeus would marry, have houses and cattle; these would help him in uplifting his social status. His relationship with Eurycleia also increases after keeping the secret about his identity.
Odysseus behaviors towards the loyal members of the lower status show different sides of him. First, by sympathizing with Eumaeus after sharing with his how he was sold to Ithaca, shows that as a man, Odysseus has feelings and is concerned about individuals who are loyal to him. Additionally, the reward that he promises the loyal servants also shows that as a leader, he is also loyal to his faithful and true followers and servants. It is also key indicating that Odysseus did not discriminate against the poor. He was willing to improve the lives of low-status people he found to be trustworthy and served and protected his kingdom when he was away.
Odysseus disguised plan was facilitated by the goddess of wisdom; it enabled him to understand the suitors and also identify the loyal servants in his kingdom. By hiding his identity, Odysseus was able to implement a revenge plan against suitors who were after his wife. This plot also helped him examining why the gods wanted the suitors to die. The plan could also be a test for him from Athena to see if he would fulfill the wishes of the goddess. It would also test his perseverance from the mistreatments he would receive from those in charge of him as a beggar.

